46                      NAPOLEON III

please one of these factions might inevitably
alienate another. So Louis Napoleon wisely
preserved silence.

But if he himself remained inactive, his sup-
porters redoubled their efforts in fanning the.
flames of Bonapartism. Not only the Government,
but the vast majority of the Assembly was alarmed
at the popular demonstrations in His favour.
Determined to clip the eagle's wings, one Member
moved a resolution aimed at debarring Louis
Napoleon from office, and to this the prince had
no option but to reply. Halting, irresolute, con-
fused, he cut such a poor figure that his opponents
were convinced that so weak and inefiective an
adversary could afford no danger to the republic
and contemptuously withdrew their motion.
Louis Napoleon retired covered with ridicule. It
is difficult to decide whether his poor showing
was by design or not. His political astuteness
was sufficiently acute to have enabled him to
foresee the beneficial result of such a pose; on
the other hand, he had previously shown at Strass-
burg that he was not the man to rise to the occa-
sion when faced with an unforeseen situation.
Suffice it to say that nothing contributed so greatly
to his ultimate success as his apparent failure in
the Chamber that day. That he could retort
boldly on occasion was made apparent shortly
afterwards when, during the discussion on the